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PETITION FOR WAIVER OF DEAN/DIRECTOR QUALIFICATIONS

SOUTHWESTERN ADVENTIST UNIVERSITY IN KEENE, TEXAS

BACCALAUREATE DEGREE NURSING EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

SUMMARY OF REQUEST:

Consider the request from Southwestern Adventist University Baccalaureate Degree Nursing Educational

Program for a waiver of dean/director qualifications on behalf of Grace Chu-Hui-Lin Chi, PhD, MS, RN,

OCN and the recommendation from the Education Liaison Committee (ELC) regarding the petition.

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE:

• Southwestern Adventist University offers a Baccalaureate Degree (BS) in Nursing educational

program, established in 1981 as an RN to BS program and transitioned to a generic BS in Nursing

educational program in 2007. 

• Southwestern Adventist University offered an Associate Degree in Nursing (ADN) educational

program from 1975 to 2007.

• Southwestern Adventist University is accredited by the Commission on Collegiate Nursing

Education through 2014.

• The school operates under constraints in that all full-time faculty must be members of the

Seventh-day Adventist Church.  Subsequently, filling leadership positions may present

challenges.

• The search for a chairperson for the nursing department began almost three (3) years ago.

• In March 2010, Benjamin McArthur, Vice President for Academic Administration, requested

approval for Grace Chu-Hui-Lin Chi, PhD, MS, RN, OCN to be approved as Director of the BS in

Nursing Program.  

• Dr. Chi holds a PhD degree in nursing.

• All required documents, credentials, and transcripts for Dr. Chi were received and reviewed by

Board staff.

• The petition for waiver of Dean/Director Qualifications for Dr. Chi to be approved as the Director of

the BS in Nursing program at Southwestern Adventist University was referred to the ELC for

review as Rule 215.6(f)(4) requires that the dean or director shall have a m inimum of three (3)

years teaching experience in a professional nursing educational program.

• Members of the ELC recommended approval of the waiver.

PROS AND CONS:

Pros: 

• Dr. Chi has served as faculty in the BS in Nursing educational program at Southwestern Adventist

University since January 2010.

• Dr. Chi has extensive experience in clinical nursing practice.

• Dr. Chi will be formally mentored by the out-going Chair of the Nursing Department, Dr. Catherine

Turner, who will be continuing at Southwestern Adventist University as nursing faculty.

• Dr. Chi will also be mentored by the experienced chair of another nursing program, Dr. Paulette

Burns, Texas Christian University, Harris College of Nursing, Fort W orth, Texas.

• Dr. Chi is scheduled to attend the Council of Independent Colleges W orkshop for Department and

Division Chairs this summer to assist her to successfully transition to the leadership role.

• The Southwestern Adventist University Nursing Program’s NCLEX-RN® pass rates for the past

five (5) years are as follows: 



YEAR BON APPROVAL 

STATUS

NCLEX-RN®

Examination Pass Rates

Southwestern Adventist

University First-Time

Candidates

   (Passed/Total)

2009       BS Full 100.00% 15/15

2009 ADN Full 70.00% 7/10

2008      ADN Full 82.14% 46/56

2007      ADN Full 100.00% 30/30

2006     ADN Full 88.46 23/26

2005      ADN Full 96.43% 27/28

Cons:

• Dr. Chi does not have three (3) years teaching experience in a professional nursing educational

program.

EDUCATION LIAISON COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:

The ELC members voted to recommend approval of the waiver of the dean/director qualifications for the

appointment of Grace Chu-Hui-Lin Chi, PhD, MS, RN, OCN as Director of the Southwestern Adventist

University Baccalaureate Degree Nursing Educational Program.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 

Move to accept the waiver of dean/director qualifications regarding the appointment of Grace Chu-Hui-Lin

Chi, PhD, MS, RN, OCN as Director of the Southwestern Adventist University Baccalaureate Degree

Nursing Education Program, as indicated in the attached letter (See Attachment #2).
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DRAFT LETTER

April 22, 2010

Benjamin McArthur

Vice President for Academic Administration

Southwestern Adventist University

100 W . Hillcrest

Keene, TX 76059

Dear Mr. McArthur:

This letter is to notify you that your request for approval to appoint Grace Chu-Hui-Lin Chi, PhD, MS, RN,

OCN as Director of the Southwestern Adventist University Baccalaureate Degree Nursing Educational

Program and the Petition for W aiver of Dean/Director Required Qualifications were reviewed at the April

22-23, 2010 meeting of the Texas Board of Nursing.  

Based upon the documentation and the recommendation from the Education Liaison Committee of the

Board, it was the decision of the Board to approve the appointment of Grace Chu-Hui-Lin Chi, PhD, MS,

RN, OCN as Director of the Southwestern Adventist University Baccalaureate Degree Nursing Educational

Program, effective July 1, 2010.  

If you have questions or concerns, please contact board staff at (512)305-7658 or via email at

paul.waller@bon.state.tx.us.

Sincerely,

Linda R. Rounds, PhD, RN, FNP

President

Paul W aller, PhD, RN

Nursing Consultant for Education

cc: Grace Chu-Hui-Lin Chi, PhD, MS, RN
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